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Abstract

Relevance. Under conditions of large-scale internal displacement in Ukraine (3.6
million people as of October 2024), the issue of social cohesion in host communities has
become increasingly important. According to the International Organization for
Migration, 76% of internally displaced persons plan to stay in their new region for more
than a year, which requires effective social integration mechanismes.

Methodology. A theoretical analysis of scientific research and statistical data on the
integration of internally displaced persons in Ukraine was conducted. Data from the
International Organization for Migration, Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, and
the reSCORE project were analyzed. Social cohesion is examined through three main
dimensions: cultural-territorial, state-administrative, and social capital. These
dimensions encompass various aspects of social interaction, including social
connections, sense of belonging, and society's ability to ensure the well-being of its
members.

Results. The challenges faced by internally displaced persons have been
systematized: psychological trauma (67%), employment difficulties (45%), limited access
to social services (34%), problems with access to medical services (28%). Existing
mechanisms for developing social cohesion during wartime have been generalized:
institutional (establishment of advisory bodies), socio-economic (employment
programs), social integration (creation of hubs), and communication (development of
information platforms).

Conclusions. It has been established that social cohesion is not merely a theoretical
construct but a practical mechanism of social work that requires a comprehensive
approach to address socio-economic, socio-psychological, and cultural-communicative
challenges. Through the development of inclusive practices and the formation of a
common space for interaction in host communities, social cohesion serves as the
foundation for social stability, promoting mutual trust and strengthening social bonds
between local residents and internally displaced persons.

Keywords: internally displaced persons, host communities, social cohesion, social
integration, social work.

Relevance
According to the International Organization for Migration, as of October 2024,
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there are approximately 3.6 million internally displaced persons in Ukraine. The largest
number of internally displaced persons are located in Dnipropetrovsk (509,000, 14% of
the total number of internally displaced persons) and Kharkiv (441,000, 12%) regions in
eastern Ukraine, while Kyiv (374,000, 11%) and Kyiv region (305,000, 9%) rank third and
fourth respectively. About 30% (1,052,000) of registered internally displaced persons
live in frontline areas.

At the same time, a significant number of internally displaced persons have settled
in the western regions of Ukraine, which are considered relatively safe. Specifically, Lviv
region hosts 146,000 internally displaced persons, Ivano-Frankivsk - 95,000, Vinnytsia -
106,000, Khmelnytskyi - 83,000, Zakarpattia - 66,000, Chernivtsi - 56,000, Volyn -
29,000, Rivne - 36,000, and Ternopil - 43,000.

According to the International Organization for Migration, about 76% of internally
displaced persons plan to stay in their new region for more than a year, indicating their
desire to integrate into these communities. However, the adaptation and integration of
internally displaced persons into host communities is accompanied by significant
challenges.

According to the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, 38% of local residents
have a cautious attitude towards internally displaced persons (Kyiv International
Institute of Sociology, 2023). Research by the International Organization for Migration
found that 45% of internally displaced persons face difficulties with employment, 52%
need housing solutions, 34% have limited access to social services, and 28% indicate
problems with access to medical services (International Organization for Migration,
2024).

Among the biggest challenges faced by internally displaced persons are cultural and
communication barriers. According to research by Palatna and Semygina (2024), 28% of
internally displaced persons encounter obstacles due to language differences, 35%
experience adaptation difficulties due to different cultural traditions, and 41% of
respondents note significant differences in worldview orientations.

Research by Holotenko and Udovenko (2023) revealed that 67% of internally
displaced persons have experienced psychological trauma related to war experiences;
43% perceive their stay as temporary, which complicates integration.

Research by Chuiko and Fedorenko (2020) emphasizes the importance of a
comprehensive approach to the integration of internally displaced persons, which
includes support at socio-economic, sociocultural, and personal levels, and empirically
demonstrates three levels of integration of internally displaced persons: low at 12.9% of
respondents, medium at 60.2%, and high at 26.9%.

Creating conditions for self-realization, employment, housing provision, and
establishing communication with the community are key factors for successful
integration of internally displaced persons into host communities and indicate the need
to develop comprehensive integration strategies for internally displaced persons, taking

103



into account the identified correlations.
Methodology

Social cohesion plays a crucial role in the integration and development of host
communities. Social cohesion is a multidimensional phenomenon, defined as a state of
society in which its members experience a strong sense of community and belonging,
ensuring stability and resilience to social challenges and conflicts. Increasing the level of
social cohesion contributes to growing tolerance, reducing social inequalities, and
strengthening civic responsibility.

In the context of the war in Ukraine, vertical cohesion, expressed through trust
between citizens and the state, has significantly increased due to a shared awareness of
existential threat. In 2023, the growth of such indicators as sense of civic duty and
belonging to one's country reflects profound social transformations in Ukrainian society
(Minich & Sereda, 2024). In political and academic discourses, social cohesion is
examined through three main dimensions: cultural-territorial, state-administrative, and
social capital. These dimensions encompass various aspects of social interaction,
including social connections, sense of belonging, and society's ability to ensure the well-
being of its members.

Important elements that influence the level of cohesion are mutual trust, horizontal
and vertical social connections, as well as shared values and identity, which reduce
social barriers and promote integration of different population groups. In the political
discourse of the European Union and the World Bank, social cohesion is viewed as a
means of improving quality of life, protecting rights, and ensuring social justice in
society (Dovhan, 2024).

In Ukraine, social cohesion consists of various dimensions, particularly horizontal,
which includes relationships between different social groups, and vertical - relationships
between citizens and authorities. The development of these dimensions during wartime
contributes to the stability and resilience of Ukrainian society. According to the reSCORE
research, during wartime there has been a significant strengthening of both civic
engagement and tolerance and cooperation in communities, which emphasizes the
importance of horizontal and vertical connections for national unity (Minich & Sereda,
2024).

According to Berger-Schmitt (2002), social cohesion includes two key dimensions:
reducing inequalities and strengthening social capital. In the context of internally
displaced persons integration, this involves both ensuring equal access to resources and
opportunities, as well as developing social connections and trust between displaced
persons and local residents.

Methods. Analysis of statistical data, theoretical analysis of scientific literature on
social rehabilitation of internally displaced persons in Ukraine; content analysis of
regulatory and legal documents and analytical materials, systematization of obtained
data and development of recommendations.
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Results
Summarizing the research findings, three key groups of challenges for successful
integration of internally displaced persons can be identified:
1. Socio-psychological: challenges of psychological adaptation to new conditions
2. Socio-economic: challenges of integration into the economic environment
3. Cultural-communicative: challenges of adaptation to the sociocultural context of
the host community.

Understanding these challenges and their interrelationships is crucial for
developing effective social work strategies aimed at increasing the level of integration of
internally displaced persons in host communities. Based on the analysis of the report
«Resilience and cohesion of Ukrainian society during the war» (2024), the following
mechanisms for developing social cohesion during wartime can be identified (see Table
1.).

Table 1. Mechanisms for Developing Social Cohesion During Wartime

Development Content
Mechanisms

e establishment of advisory bodies (volunteer councils,
tripartite socio-economic councils)

Institutional e development of public consultation systems
Mechanisms e creation of support programs for internally displaced
persons

e implementation of international infrastructure
reconstruction projects

e employment programs for internally displaced persons

Social and e grant support for local initiatives
Economic e housing programs for displaced persons
Mechanisms e creation of opportunities for business relocation

e establishment of integration hubs
Social e organization of psychosocial support centers
Integration e development of public spaces
Mechanisms e implementation of collaborative cultural initiatives

e development of information dissemination platforms
Communicati e establishment of professional experience exchange
on platforms
Mechanisms e inter-governmental coordination across administrative

levels

e implementation of collaborative frameworks between
governmental bodies and volunteer organizations
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Therefore, social cohesion functions not solely as a theoretical construct but
manifests as a practical social work mechanism that facilitates the establishment of
conditions conducive to the successful integration of internally displaced persons
through the implementation of inclusive practices, enhancement of social connectivity,
and development of collaborative spaces within host communities.

The professional competency of social workers serves as a critical determinant in
facilitating effective integration of internally displaced persons within host communities,
as inadequate professional preparation may substantially constrain the spectrum of
support provision. In the context of insufficient professionally qualified personnel, the
scope of services essential for internally displaced persons remains restricted, thus
emphasizing the significance of specialized professional development for social workers.
Moreover, the enhancement of inter-organizational collaboration among entities
engaged with internally displaced persons proves fundamental, as coordination
deficiencies may result in service redundancy or inadequate addressing of the distinct
requirements of internally displaced persons (Hryhorenko & Savelieva, 2017).

Social integration complexities are exacerbated by societal stigmatization and
adverse dispositions of local populations towards displaced persons, thereby generating
impediments to social support implementation. Research demonstrates that resource
mobilization, enhancement of professional competencies, and mitigation of social
stigmatization constitute fundamental imperatives in facilitating integration support for
internally displaced persons. A strategic information policy emphasizing the positive
societal contributions of internally displaced persons serves as a critical component in
this process. Strategic engagement with media entities and local governance structures
facilitates the deconstruction of prejudicial perceptions regarding internally displaced
persons and fosters inter-community comprehension and cohesion (Shestakova, 2022).

Implementation of destigmatization initiatives concerning internally displaced
persons proves fundamental in cultivating positive societal dispositions within host
communities. This methodological approach facilitates the development of a socially
cohesive, culturally competent, and resilient society, capable of effectual integration of
vulnerable population segments while ensuring provision of comprehensive support
systems and self-actualization opportunities.

Conclusions

Therefore, the successful integration of internally displaced persons into host
communities constitutes a multidimensional process necessitating a comprehensive
methodological approach to address socio-economic, socio-psychological, and cultural-
communicative challenges. Within this framework, social cohesion assumes paramount
significance as a foundational element of social stability, facilitating the cultivation of
reciprocal trust, communal identity, and enhancement of social connectivity between
indigenous populations and displaced persons. Social cohesion, functioning as an
integral component of integration policy, serves a mediatory function by mitigating
social tensions and discriminatory predispositions.
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The development of institutional, socio-economic, integration, and communication
mechanisms constitutes a critical imperative for the implementation of integration
strategies. Institutional mechanisms encompass the establishment of consultative
bodies, systematic public engagement frameworks, and comprehensive support
programs for internally displaced persons. Socio-economic initiatives, comprising grant-
based support for local endeavors and residential accommodation programs for
displaced populations, facilitate economic stability and enhance self-sustainability
capacities. Integration mechanisms—incorporating the establishment of integration
hubs, psychosocial support facilities, and implementation of cultural initiatives—foster
interpersonal connectivity and social engagement. Communication mechanisms,
including information dissemination platforms and knowledge-exchange forums, ensure
efficacious bidirectional communication between citizenry and governmental entities.

In light of the identified challenges and integration mechanisms, subsequent
research initiatives may be oriented towards the development and efficacy assessment
of specialized professional development programs for social workers across diverse
geographical contexts within Ukraine. Moreover, systematic monitoring and evaluation
of implemented integration strategies remain imperative for methodological refinement
and optimization.

The efficacious implementation of integration policy is substantially contingent
upon the mitigation of social stigmatization towards displaced populations, achievable
through strategic information policies that emphasize the positive contributions of
internally displaced persons to local development paradigms. Addressing the
stigmatization of internally displaced persons necessitates proactive information
dissemination strategies oriented towards enhancing awareness of their constructive
impact on community development trajectories. Pragmatic manifestations include
strategic media campaigns illuminating successful integration narratives, incorporation
of internally displaced persons into local developmental initiatives, and establishment of
platforms facilitating dialogue and experiential exchange. Strategic collaboration with
media entities and local self-governance structures can facilitate the deconstruction of
prejudicial perceptions, enhance reciprocal trust, and foster positive societal
recognition of internally displaced persons within host communities.

Hence, a comprehensive methodological approach to the integration of displaced
populations through the enhancement of social cohesion facilitates the development of
a resilient, culturally competent, and socially cohesive society capable of ensuring
equitable opportunities for societal participation among all constituent members. This
underscores the imperative of cultivating professional competencies among social work
practitioners, as insufficient professional preparation may substantially constrain the
spectrum of support provision. The effective integration of internally displaced persons
into host communities necessitates specialized professional development of social
workers, emphasizing intercultural communication proficiency, comprehensive
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understanding of regional socio-economic resource allocation, crisis intervention
communication protocols, and foundational principles of psychosocial support
provision. Such professional competencies enable social work practitioners to not only
facilitate direct intervention services but also to establish comprehensive support
networks for internally displaced persons within communities, thereby promoting
efficacious adaptation and integration processes.
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COLIANBHA 3rYPTOBAHICTb B MPUAMAKOYUX TPOMALAX Y KOHTEKCTI
COUJATbHOI POBOTH
Yyinko OneHa, lnbuyk AHOpin
DOI: 10.37096/SHDISJ-24-1.1-0007

AHOTaUIA

AKmyasnbHicme. B ymoBax MaclTabHOro BHYTPILLHBLOrO nepemilleHHs B YKpaiHi (3,6
M/IH OCiO cTaHOM Ha XoBTeHb 2024 poOKy) MUTaHHSA CcoLjiafbHOI 3rypTOBaHOCTI B
npuiMatoumMx rpomagax crae aedani  akTyanbHiwmm. 3a  gadHnumm  MixkHapoaHoi
opraHisauii 3 mirpauii, 76% BHYTPIlWHbO MepemilleHnX ocib NAaHyTb 3aaMWaTUCA B
HOBOMY perioHi Oinblie poKy, WO BUMarae edekTUBHUX MeXxaHi3aMiB coLjianbHOT
iHTerpaui.

Memodornoeis. [poBeneHo TEOPeTUYHUIM aHani3 HayKoBWMX [AOC/iAXKeHb Ta
CTAaTUCTUYHMX [O3aHUX WOAO0 iHTerpauii BHYTPIlHbO MNepemilleHnx ocib B YKpaiHi.
[MpoaHanisoBaHO AaHi MiXHapo4HOI opraHisayii 3 mirpauii, KMiBCbKOro mikHapoaHoro
iHCTUTYTY couionorii Ta npoekty reSCORE. CouianbHa 3rypTOBaHICTb PO3rNAAAETLCA
yepes TPU OCHOBHI BMMIPU: KYyNIbTYPHO-TEPUTOPIANbHUIA, AePHKABHO-3aAMIHICTPATUBHUN i
couianbHUIM Kanitan. Ui BuMipy oOXonatolTb Pi3HI acnekTu couia/ibHOI B3aEMOAT,
BK/IOYAOYM  COUiaNbHI 3B’A3KM, MO4YYTTA MPUHANEKHOCTI Ta 34aTHICTb CyCniNbCTBa
3abe3nedyBaT OHPOOYT CBOIX YNEHIB.

Pesynemamu. CUCTEMATM30BAHO MNpobsiemn, 3 AKMMKU CTUKAIOTbCA BHYTPILIHBO
nepemilleHi ocobu: ncmxonorivHa TpaBma (67%), TpyaHOLL 3 MpaulesaalTyBaHHAM
(45%), obmexkeHuit gocTyn A0 couianbHUX nocayr (34%), npobnemmn 3 OOCTYNnomM [0
MeaNYHMX nocayr (28%). Y3araibHeHO iCHYOYi MexaHi3MKn PO3BMTKY COLLiasibHOI EAHOCTI
Yy BOEHHMI Yac: iHCTUTYLiMHI (CTBOPEHHS AopadyMx OpraHis), COLiaibHO-€KOHOMIYHI
(nporpamun  npaueBnalWTyBaHHA),  couianbHOI  iHTerpauji  (cTBOpeHHs  xabis),
KOMYHiKaLilMHi (pO3BUTOK iHGOPMALLiMHMX NaaThopm).
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BucHoBKu. BCTaHOB/IEHO, WO COUja/ibHa 3rypTOBaAHICTb € HE MPOCTO TEOPETUYHOKD
KOHCTPYKLIED, a MPakKTUYHUM MexaHi3MOM couiafbHOI poboTh, AKMI noTpebye
KOMMJIEKCHOro  nigxo4y A0  BUPIWEHHA  COUIa/IbHO-eKOHOMIYHMX,  COLia/IbHO-
MCUXONOMYHNUX  Ta  KY/JIbTYPHO-KOMYHIKAaTUBHMUX  BWKAWKIB.  3aBOAKM  PO3BUTKY
IHKNHO3MBHMX NPAKTUK i GOPMYBAHHIO CMiIbHOIO NPOCTOPY A/1A B3aEMOi B MPUIAMatOYmMX
rpoMaZiax coljasibHa 3rypTOBAHICTb C/AYXWTb OCHOBOK  COLjanbHOI  CcTabifbHOCTI,
CNpUAYM  B3AEMHIN O0Bipi Ta 3MILHEHHIO CcOoUiaNbHMX 3B'A3KIB MK MicLeBUMM
KUTENAMM Ta BHYTPILLIHBO NepemilleH MM ocobamm.

Kntoyosi cnoBa: BHYTPIWHbLO nepemilleHi ocobu, npuiimarodi rpomaam, couianbHa
3rypTOBAHICTb, COLia/ibHa iHTerpayjia, couianbHa poboTa.
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